CODE OF CONDUCT
Waterford Public Library

The board of Trustees believes that all patrons of the Waterford Public Library have the right to use
the Library and its materials and services without being disturbed or impeded by others; that
patrons and staff have the right to a safe and secure environment and the right to materials and
facilities that are in good condition. We ask our patrons to serve as partners in our efforts to protect
the public property in our charge, including any materials loaned to patrons, while fostering an
environment that promotes learning, respects privacy, and champions collaboration.

Those found in violation of the following policies may be required to leave the premises.

Smoking or vaping is not permitted on library premises.

Possessing or consuming alcohol or illegal drugs, or being on the library premises while
appearing under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs.

Snack foods and non-alcoholic beverages may be enjoyed in the library; however, items that
leave behind debris such as crumbs, stains, or odors are prohibited. Please notify staff
immediately regarding any accidental spills.

Shirts and shoes are required; swimming attire is prohibited.

Animals other than those in service to the disabled are not allowed in the building. Service
animals on library property must be attended at all times.

Behaviors which interfere with normal library operations, compromise safety or security, or impede
the use and enjoyment of the library and its services are prohibited. Examples of unacceptable
behaviors include the following.

Excessive noise or conversation, including use of cell phones, particularly involving offensive
or abusive language.

Sleeping in the library.

Misuse of library furniture.

Bringing shopping carts, bicycles, or excessive personal belongings into the library.
Petitioning, Solicitation, panhandling, distribution of literature, canvassing, or similar
appeals by organizations or individuals without prior staff authorization, on library premises
or grounds.

Children in the Library

All children 10 years and younger should be accompanied by a parent or responsible
caregiver, who remains in the building and maintains responsibility at all times.
Children over the age of 10 may use the library, with parental permission, unattended,
subject to all applicable library rules.

All Federal, State and Local laws are applicable on the premises of the Waterford Public Library,
especially those related to “Public Order” (NYS Penal Law, Arts 145, 240) and “Criminal Mischief”
(NYS Education Law, Art 264).
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